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what provision he was going to make, he feigned
the utmost surprise at the question. He knew
nothing about it, he said. The Prince would of
course maintain his wife and her necessary servants,
but no special separate grant could be made to the
Princess. When Puebla was brought to book he
threw the blame upon the members of Katharine's
household, and was publicly rebuked by Henry
for his shiftiness. But the Spaniards believed,
probably with reason, that the whole comedy was
agreed upon between the King and Puebla to
obtain possession of the plate and jewels or their
value : the sending of the Princess to Wales being
for the purpose of making it necessary that she
should use the objects, and so give good grounds
for a demand for their value in money on the part
of Henry. In any case Katharine found herself,
only five weeks after her marriage, with an unpaid
and inharmonious household, dependent entirely
upon her husband for her needs, and conscious
that an artful trick was in full execution with
the object of either depriving her of her personal
jewels, and everything of value, with which she
had furnished her husband's table as well as her
own, or else of extorting a large sum of money
from her parents. Embittered already with such
knowledge as this, Katharine rode by her husband's
side out of Baynard's Castle on the aist December
1501 to continue on the long journey to Wales,1
after passing their Christmas at Oxford.
1 The Spanish agent believed that Henry would have preferred that
Katharine had not accompanied Arthur to Wales, but for his desire to
force her to use her valuables, so that he mig-ht obtain their equivalent in
money. Both Dofia Elvira and Bishop Ayala told Henry that they con-
sidered that it would be well that the young- couple should be separated